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France looked to her own individual interests exclusively.
She was intent on protecting Syria. She was determined
to keep as much of her privileged position in Turkey as
possible. She wanted the money that she had invested
in the Ottoman Empire. She was depressed to find that
her proteges, when successful, treated her with scant
courtesy. Throughout the Conference she followed
her own line. It led her one day on to the side of the
Turks and the next on to the side of the Allies. She
effectually ruined her own interests and earned the
dislike of both sides.
The British delegation was prepared to agree to
liberal terms, but it announced that it came as one of
the victors of the Great War to impose peace. The
Turks maintained that by defeating the Greeks they were
the victors. The outstanding fact remained that the
Turks had force and were prepared to use it, while
the Allied representatives were impotent. The British
refused to strip the situation to its bare realities and deal
with it accordingly.
The British delegation was remarkable for the hostility
of many of its members to the Turks as a whole or to
the Nationalists. The military member was known for
his open championing of the Greeks at the Paris Confer-
ence and later. The experts from the Constantinople
Embassy had stood by the late Sultan and encouraged
him to resist the Nationalists. Civil war rouses fierce
hatred, but the hatred against the foreigner who backs
one side in such a struggle is fiercer still. The President
of the delegation, Lord Curzon, was known to the Turks
as the henchman of Mr. Lloyd George. That he dis-